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Just like Earth, half of the Moon is lit by the Sun, and the other
half is in darkness. The phases we see result from the different
angles at which sunlight hits the Moon.

The Moon orbits Earth at an average
distance of 238,900 miles.

Although this phase is

HOW IT LOOKS referred to as a quarter, it
FROM EARTH occurs when half of the
Noon is illuminated.
A small part of the
More than half of the Moon First Moon is illuminated.
is illuminated, but it’s not Quarter Waxing means

yet a full Moon “to slowly increase!
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Full Moon New Moon
The side of the Moon The side of the Moon
that is lit by the Sun is

facing Earth is not
illuminated, and so the
Moon is not visible.

facing Earth, and the
entire Moon appears to
be illuminated.

Waning
Waning Crescent
Gibbous
The Moon is less than fully This is the final sliver of
illuminated, but more than Last the Moon we see
half. Waning means Quarter before it goes into
"to slowly decrease”

darkness again.

Half of the Moon is
illuminated.
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